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Doug Thrower & (Drum Corps International HP &D)

Brought up in the Canadian drum corps scene, Douglas Thrower started his drum corps career at the
age of 11 with his hometown corps, the Krescendos from Peterborough, Ontario, before joining the
Seneca Optimists.

Turning his focus to education, Thrower enjoyed a long and successful career as a brass instructor
and arranger for a number of Canadian drum corps, including the 1986 DCI Class A Champion
Canadian Knights, Kiwanis Kavaliers, Cardinals, and the 1990 DCl finalist Dutch Boy.

It was in 1992 that Thrower came to the Bluecoats as a brass instructor before being promoted to
brass caption head the following year. In this position he worked to create with others a distinctive
Bluecoats sound, aided in 1997 when he added brass arranging duties to his resume.

“Doug was very quickly effective in not only fielding a successful brass section with an instantly
identifiable sound, but also applying his warm, approachable personality and famous sense of humor
to creating an educational experience and brass program that positively impacted the lives of
thousands of students,” former Bluecoats executive director David Glasgow said.

Thrower stepped away from day-to-day instruction of the Bluecoats brass section in the early 2000s
to focus more on his arranging. Over nearly three decades with the corps his presence has been
critical to its success.

“He has consistently delivered some of our activity’s most memorable musical moments,” DCI Hall of



Fame member Scott Koter said. “Doug will always be known for making somewhat abstract pieces
accessible to the masses. His creativity was paramount in leading the Bluecoats to their first DCI
World Championship in 2016, using a musical program that shifted the design paradigm for every
drum corps show since.”

“Doug’s writings have had a great deal to do with the corps’ rise and competitive success,” DCI Hall
of Fame member Donnie VanDoren said. “His arrangements and orchestrations are creative,
innovative, entertaining, and current ... and with the influence of his jazz background and through
the use of complex harmonies and rhythms, Doug has given the Bluecoats an identity all their own.”

Thrower was inducted into the Bluecoats Hall of Fame in 2009.
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Colin McNutt I& (Tapspace £ HP &)

Colin McNutt has instructed and arranged for the Star of Indiana Drum and Bugle Corps and the
popular stage production Blast! He has also written for and instructed the Crossmen Drum and Bugle
Corps, the Glassmen Drum and Bugle Corps, Magic of Orlando, and the Madison Scouts. Colin has
served on the faculty of the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, where he is an alumnus and
received degrees in Classics and Music Education. Currently, he is the Percussion Caption Supervisor
for the nine-time DCI World Champion Cadets Drum & Bugle Corps.

He hasn't only instructed, as McNutt started marching drum corps his junior year in high school in
1988 with the Boston Crusaders of Boston, Mass., then aging out with the Santa Clara Vanguard of
Santa Clara, California, in 1992.

McNutt has made a career out of his passion for music and percussion, while in between completing
his double major of music education and classics from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst in
1998. When not instructing drum corps, McNutt conducts clinics for the percussion companies Avedis
Zildjian Co., REMO, Inc., and Vic Firth. He also writes music for marching bands in the United States

and Japan.
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